
Susi Earnshaw Theatre School 

Curriculum Policy 

Each subject teacher, upon appointment, is issued with a copy of the National Curriculum for their 
subject and details of the timetable for the upcoming academic year.  The teacher compiles Schemes
of Work (or adapt existing ones, as appropriate), to be checked and approved by the Head.  

The Schemes of Work are discussed periodically between the Head and the subject teacher during 
the delivery of each course, and any possible improvements considered.  Teachers may also discuss 
with the Principal and request other supporting materials required for the planning and delivery of 
their courses, such as teaching books, past papers, laboratory equipment and so on.

The basic subject-specific Curriculum policy is laid out below, and are given in more detail in the 
Schemes of Work and Departmental Policies.

UPPER SCHOOL:  KEYSTAGE FOUR  (GCSES)

English and English Literature
In Years 9, 10 and 11, pupils follow an integrated course leading to examinations in AQA 
Specification “B” in these two subjects, to be taken at the end of Year 11.  These are two separate 
GCSE subjects.  
Current Year 10/11: 
AQA GCSE English Language Specification 
AQA GCSE English Language Specification at a Glance 
AQA GCSE English Literature Specification 
AQA GCSE English Literature Specification at a Glance 

Mathematics
Pupils follow a course in Edexcel GCSE Mathematics, and sit the final examinations at the end of 
Year 11.  
Syllabus 
Parent & Student Guide 

Science
Pupils In years 9, 10 and 11 follow a course leading to AQA Core Science and Additional Science 
(worth two GCSEs).  Click here for syllabus. 

Dance
Pupils work towards a course leading to AQA Dance and can take this exam from year 9 to year 11, 
depending on their ability.  Click here for syllabus

Performing Arts
Students study towards AQA GCSE Performing Arts from year 7, taking the final exam at the end 
of year 9 if ready, or if not then at the end of year 10.  As we are a performing arts school and we 
expect our standards to be very high, it is more beneficial for our pupils to take Performing Arts 
GCSE as early as possible and then continue to improve in vocational classes in the following years
without the pressure of an exam.  This leaves them with more time to devote to their important core 
subjects.  In Performing Arts a person is measured by what they can physically do rather than what 
they can put down on paper. Click here for syllabus.

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4705-W-SP-14.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4880-W-SP-14.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4230-W-SP-14.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4500-W-SP-14.PDF
http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/GCSE2010/StudentParentGuide.pdf
http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/GCSE2010/UG029981_GCSE_MathsA_Spec_2012.pdf
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-9715/spec-at-a-glance
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-9715-W-SP.PDF
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-4705/spec-at-a-glance


Film Studies
Students study towards WJEC GCSE Film Studies from year 9 and take the exam at the end of year 
10 or year 11, depending on ability.  Click here for syllabus.

LOWER SCHOOL:  KEYSTAGE 3

English, Mathematics and Science
In Years 7 and 8, students follow courses in English (including English Literature), Mathematics 
and Science, which are carefully planned to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum.  
They sit regular tests at the end of topics, and the teacher marks and goes over these tests with them 
in class.  The results form a part of the school’s ongoing tracking of pupils.

Year 9 tests are taken from a selection of past QCA Year 9 “SATS” papers or published papers in 
the same style as past SATS papers.  They may also include tests individually compiled by the 
teachers or GCSE past papers.

For Years 7 and 8, these tests will usually be taken from a selection of past QCA Optional and 
Progress Tests (and possibly, in the case of English, the Edinburgh Reading Test), and/or from 
material specifically compiled by the subject teacher.  If deemed appropriate and of the correct 
assessment level, Year 9 “SATS” or “SATS”- styled papers may also be used.

History, Geography and Religious Education
These three subjects are taught under the bracket of Humanities.

Years 7 and 8 usually have two 45-minute lessons of Humanities each week.  Humanities Is divided
into six-lesson courses in History, Geography and Religious Education (RE), which will be taught 
in rotation.

Languages
Due to the wide scope of vocational lessons and the need to focus on core academic subjects, no 
lessons in foreign languages are timetabled in the upper school.  However, one student was recently 
prepared for a GCSE in this subject by our French teacher, and acquired an A*.  Another pupil, who
was tutored outside of our school, gained an A* Japanese GCSE. Any pupil that request French 
GCSE can be accommodated.

Careers, Citizenship, Enterprise and PHSE are taught under the title of 

LIFESKILLS.  They are taught throughout the school from year 7 to year 11 and are at the 
heart of the ethos of our school.  Students study the Performing Arts Business and careers in the 
performing arts from year 8 to year 11 and are encouraged to be entrepreneurial.  

http://www.wjec.co.uk/uploads/publications/13980.pdf


Technology
ICT is taught across the curriculum and students are encouraged to use word-processing, 
spreadsheet packages and power point in order to complete coursework and other homework.  They 
also have access to sound systems, recording equipment and radio production as well as lighting, 
lighting boards, film and editing equipment.  
 

Music
Students study music theory and sit annual exams up to grade 5.

Students study musical theatre and contemporary music from year 7 to year 11.  They are taught 
singing and vocal technique in year groups, one to one sessions and in choir.

Pupils are encouraged to learn musical instruments as well developing their voices and are able to 
showcase their skills at monthly Open Mic Nights in the school’s theatre.

One-to-one instrument lessons (Drums, keyboard, guitar, trumpet, saxophone, flute, violin, bass 
guitar, vocals) are available.

Speech and Drama
Students study LAMDA speech and drama exams.  They take Bronze Medal and Silver Medal 
during Years 7, 8 and 9, allowing for more time to focus on academic study in Years 10 and 11.
Pupils In year 11 have the option to take the Gold Medal (which carries the UCAS points of an A 
level).
 
Independent learning is encouraged and pupils are able to perform their own choice of memorised 
speeches at Monologue Slams in the school’s theatre.

Dance
Students are taught dance theory and a wide range of dance styles during Keystage 3 and 4 (ballet, 
jazz, tap, street, contemporary, choreography, dance theory and analysis), and these skills aid in 
GCSE Dance and are showcased in regular school shows in our own theatre and in the wider 
community.

Art
Students study towards OCR GCSE Expressive Arts from year 7, taking the final exam at the end of
year 9 if ready, or if not then at the end of year 10.Pupils are encouraged to attend Art Club and 
display their work.  Various workshops are arranged throughout the year with visiting artists.

Our students attend a Performing Arts School, which places considerable demands on them in 
terms of vocational studies, including GCSE’s in Performing Arts, Film Studies and Dance,  Speech
and Drama Examinations, Music Theory exams and classes in a wide range of dance styles.  
Academic work Is given to them by their tutors whenever they are absent because of work In film, 
TV, radio or theatre.  There are also ongoing rehearsals and preparations for stage shows, radio 
and filming that happens within the school.  All of this experience teaches life skills which prepare 
them for adult life in whatever direction they choose to go in when they graduate.
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