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Introduction

This handbook provides general guidelines for all students, specific guidelines for Upper School 
students (Years 10 and 11) and specific guidelines for Lower School students (Years 7, 8 and 9).  It 
does not give a plan of the year’s work, which can be found in the Scheme of Work for each year 
group.
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GUIDELINES FOR ALL STUDENTS

1.  BE PREPARED

All students must arrive at their English lessons punctually and well-prepared.  They must bring to 
each lesson:

 Their exercise book.
 TWO pens (blue or black), in case one runs out.
 A pencil and rubber (for annotation of set texts).  Push-up pencils are very useful for English 

classes, as they have a rubber on the end and do not require sharpening.
 Any literary text that is being studied at the time (novel, play or poetry anthology).

2.  ATTEND AND LISTEN

Students must attend carefully in class, especially when we are tackling the techniques required for 
answering examination questions, or going through a test in class to clarify where marks were lost 
and what is required to achieve a higher level or grade.  

3.  CONCERNS AND CLARIFICATION

If students have any concerns about their course or wish for a point to be explained further or any 
clarification given, or if they feel that they need extra help with any aspect of the course, they can 
see the Head of English in the English room between 3.45 and 4.30 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays.  They can also ask for help or further clarification within the lesson itself.

4.  WIDE READING

Wide reading is essential to success in GCSE English.  Always make sure that you keep up to date 
with any set reading.  Further to this, students should also read books of their own choice, outside of
the set reading materials.  You can discuss your choice of books with the Head of English, who will 
be delighted to suggests texts that you might enjoy.  The wider a student’s reading is, the wider also 
is their acquaintance with varied and sophisticated vocabulary, punctuation and literary expression.  
These are skills that you need to build to confidently tackle the writing questions on your GCSE 
papers (and test papers in Years 7-9), but they are also essential skills for life and will be needed 
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when it comes to writing letters for job, college and university applications.  In addition to this, you 
will need a wide vocabulary in order to understand, as fully as possible, the texts in your reading   
comprehension questions on both GCSE and practice test papers.  We have a selection of books in 
the English department, which you can arrange with the Head of English to borrow at any time.

5.  HOMEWORK

Homework will be set each Thursday, to be handed in the following Tuesday.  Homework is 
approximately one hour per week for Years 7, 8 and 9 and one-and-a-half to two hours per week for 
Years 10 and 11.  Homework must be completed neatly and promptly.  If it is typed, it MUST be 
printed off in time to be handed in on the Tuesday.  If your printer fails at the last minute, e-mail 
your work to english@susiearnshaw.co.uk IMMEDIATELY.  All homework set must be written in 
your homework diary, which will be regularly checked by your Form Tutor.  It will also be posted 
on Edmodo by the Head of English.  You must join the Edmodo Group for your year in order to 
check your homework assignments online, and find out what they are if you are absent from the 
lesson.

INFORMATION FOR YEARS 10 & YEAR 11

All students will study the current specifications for AQA GCSE English Language and AQA 
GCSE English Literature throughout Year 10 and Year 11.  The specifications for these two subjects
can be viewed here, in both ‘full’ and ‘at a glance’ versions (as specified below):

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE Specification (for the current Year 10 & 11):

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4705-W-SP-14.PDF

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE Specification  at a Glance (for the current Year 10 & 11):

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-4705/spec-at-a-glance

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE Specification (for the current Year 10 & 11):

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-9715-W-SP.PDF

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE Specification at a Glance (for the current Year 10 & 11):

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-9715/spec-at-a-glance

A simple breakdown of the components of each course, and the percentages that each contribute to 
the final GCSE’s, is provided on the next page.

The current Years 10 and 11 will be the last years to be awarded GCSE by the old grading system of
A* to G.  English Speaking and Listening will appear as a separate endorsement on the certificate, 
with a numerical grade from 1 to 5.  It will NOT count towards the final percentage of the GCSE 
English Language.

PRACTICE PAPERS:  Mock examinations will be taken in the last week of the Autumn Term of 
Year 11, just before the Christmas break.  As is clearly shown in the breakdown on the next page, 
there is one two-and-a-quarter-hour paper for GCSE English Language, and there are two shorter 
papers for English Literature.  Further practice papers will be taken during Years 10 and 11, both as 
timed papers and for homework assignments.  The final papers will be sat in the June session of 
Year 11.  Year 10 will usually sit a ‘Pre-Mock’ of the English Language paper ONLY, also in the last
week of the Autumn Term, just before the Christmas break.
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CONTROLLED ASSESSMENTS:  The English Literature controlled assessment (the four-hour 
essay on Romeo and Juliet and Twelfth Night) will be prepared and sat in Year 11 (usually during 
the Spring Term).  The English Language controlled assessments will be covered during both Year 
10 and Year 11, as will the Speaking and Listening tasks.

BREAKDOWN OF ALL COMPONENTS OF THE TWO GCSE’S:
_____________________________________________________________________________

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE:

FINAL EXAM PAPER (2 hours 15 mins – taken in May/June 2015)  60%

Understanding and producing non-fiction texts:

4 Reading Questions (30%)
2 Writing Questions (30%)

CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT (4 tasks, taken throughout Year 10 & 11) 40%

Essay on one of the set texts 4 hours 15%
2 x Short Writing Tasks 2 x 2 hours 15%
Spoken Language Study 3 hours 10%

TOTAL:            100%
________________________________________________________________________________

SPEAKING & LISTENING (taught by the English and Drama departments)

No longer part of the GCSE English Language percentage.  An extra, numerical grade which will 
appear on the certificate under English Language.  Three tasks:  one talk/presentation, one in role 
activity, one group discussion.  15 marks for each activity, making a total of 45 marks.
________________________________________________________________________________

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE:

EXAM PAPER 1:  Exploring Modern Texts (1 hour 30 mins – taken May 2015) 40%

One question on An Inspector Calls (from a choice of two) 20%
One compulsory question on Of Mice And Men (no choice) 20%

EXAM PAPER 2:  Poetry Across Time (1 hour 15 mins – taken May 2015) 35%

One question comparing two of the Relationships poems from
Moon On The Tides (from a choice of two) 23.3%

One question about a previously ‘Unseen’ Poem 11.7%

UNIT 3:  CONTROLLED ASSESSSMENT (4 hours, taken during the course) 25%

One four-hour essay about Romeo and Juliet and Twelfth Night.  Texts must be linked and compared
in the essay, and plenty of reference made to their social and historical backgrounds.  The language 
of the two texts must be referred to constantly and analysed in detail.

TOTAL:            100%
_______________________________________________________________________________
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GCSE EXAMINATION DATES FOR YEAR 11:

AQA GCSE English Language 2 hours 15 minutes 2nd June 2015 8.30 am

AQA GCSE English Literature Paper 1 1 hour 30 minutes 18th May 2015 8.30 am

AQA GCSE English Literature Paper 2 1 hour 15 minutes 22nd May 2015 8.30 am

CLEAN COPIES OF EXAMINATION TEXTS:

You must keep your copies of An Inspector Calls and Of Mice And Men completely clean of notes 
and annotations, or you will NOT be permitted to take them into the examination room.  The same 
applies for the Shakespeare texts and the controlled assessment.  If you wish to annotate any of 
these texts for revision purposes, you must purchase a second copy for this purpose, and keep the 
school copy clean.  However, you can (and should) annotate your copy of Moon On The Tides, 
because a clean copy of this text will be provided by the examination board for the final 
examination.

EXTRA GUIDELINES & REVISION TOOLS:

You will need to regularly re-read and revise your set texts for the English Literature examination 
papers.  There are excellent revision tools available:  online (such as Bitesize), handouts that your 
teacher will give you during the course (which you must READ, REVISE and keep safe) and 
various revision books that you can buy.  Preparation for the GCSE English Language is most 
effectively achieved by working through past papers.  Whilst this is also an essential practice tool 
for GCSE English Literature, an EXCELLENT revision and learning tool for the POETRY paper is 
the CGP revision booklet.  Make sure you purchase the edition that relates to the RELATIONSHIPS
cluster, as there are four different poetry clusters in Moon On The Tides, and consequently four 
different revision books (or, strictly speaking, eight, because there are different editions for Higher 
and Foundation Tier.  I strongly recommend that you spend your money on the Higher Tier book, 
though).  Here is the name and ISBN number of this revision text:

GCSE AQA Anthology Poetry Cluster:  Relationships 
The Study Guide (Higher Level)
ISBN 978 1 84762 488 8

HIGHER OR FOUNDATION?

The controlled assessments are not tiered, and all have one mark scheme which covers all grades 
from A* to G.  You can be entered for the GCSE English Language paper at either Foundation or 
Higher Level, and the same goes for EACH of the GCSE English Literature papers.  For example, 
you could take Higher Tier for Paper 2: Poetry Across Time but Foundation Tier for 
Paper 1:  Exploring Modern Texts.  You are entered by tier for each paper, NOT for the qualification
as a whole.  So theoretically, for example, if you took a Foundation Paper in English Language and 
achieved a high Grade C, and your English Language controlled assessments scored a secure B or 
A, you could achieve Grade B overall.  Likewise with the GCSE English Literature, if one of the 
papers was at Foundation level, provided the scores on both papers (and in the Shakespeare 
controlled assessment) were high enough.
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INFORMATION FOR YEARS 7, 8 & 9

The current Years 7, 8 and 9 will take the new GCSE’s, which will be graded by number, not letter, 
with 9 being the highest grade and 1 the lowest.  Speaking and Listening will continue to be a 
separate endorsement on the certificate, also graded by number, and will not contribute to the 
overall grade of GCSE English Language. 

Elements of the GCSE course will be introduced in Year 9, with the GCSE course properly starting 
in Year 10 and extending through Years 10 and 11.

SETS will follow the new AQA GCSE Specifications in English Language and English Literature, 
which can be viewed via the links below, in both a‘full’ and an ‘at a glance’ form:

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE Specification (for the current Year 9 & below):

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8700-SP-2015.PDF

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE Specification  at a Glance (for the current Year 9 & below):

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/specification-at-a-glance

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE Specification (for the current Year 9 & below):

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8702-SP-2015-V1-1.PDF

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE Specification  at a Glance (for the current Year 9 & below):

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/spec-at-a-glance

 As the demands of GCSE English Language and Literature are changing significantly for 
those currently in Year 9 and below, the courses of study at Key Stage 3 have been adapted 
to prepare students for the different examinations and assessment methods awaiting them at 
Key Stage 4.  For example, there will be no controlled assessments or coursework, so the 
focus in English Language will be on developing the techniques required for each kind of 
question on the two examination papers, as well as broadening vocabulary and reading 
widely, in preparation for both the reading and the writing questions.

 There will be no tiers in the new GCSE’s:  all students will take the same papers.  In English
Language, the questions will generally start off quite easy, but increase in difficulty as the 
paper progresses.

 GCSE English Literature will be ‘closed book’ (no texts allowed in the examination room).  
Therefore, very thorough knowledge of the texts will be required, and students will be 
required to give detailed textual reference.  As there will be no controlled assessments, 
practice papers and timed questions will figure particularly heavily in the preparation 
process.

 Students will have to answer essay questions on a Shakespeare play AND a Victorian prose 
text under EXAMINATION CONDITIONS.

 Therefore, the study of Charles Dickens will be introduced in Year 7 (or Year 9 for those 
currently in Year 9).  Students will watch good, faithful adaptations of two of Dickens’s 
most famous Bildungsromans:  David Copperfield and Great Expectations, in addition to 
closely studying extracts from both novels.  This will prepare them for the study of 
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Dickens’s novella A Christmas Carol in Year 10, which will be one of their GCSE 
examination texts.

 Students will also study a selection of poems in Years 7, 8 and 9, and will be taught to look 
for and analyse connections between different poems, as well as commenting on poems that 
they have not read before.

 Students will also read full Shakespeare texts in Years 7, 8 and 9, as they will be required to 
study a Shakespeare play in full for their GCSE English Literature.

 However, we will also continue to read and study modern novels, (such as Of Mice And Men
by John Steinbeck, Stone Cold by Robert Swindells and Holes by Louis Sachar), and 
modern plays, (such as Two by Jim Cartwright) at Key Stage 3.

 The Specimen Papers provided by AQA for the new GCSE English Language show a 
variety of different questions.  Some bear a resemblance to existing questions in the current 
GCSE papers, both at Foundation and Higher Level, and some resemble SATS paper 
questions, in terms of their format and the skills required to answer them.  Therefore, 
teaching and assessment materials in Years 7, 8 and 9 will be taken from past and practice 
SATS papers (in order to provide achievement and target levels) and also, where 
appropriate, (and adapted where necessary), from past GCSE papers, as well as from new 
materials created specifically to match the format of the new examination papers and other 
materials appropriate to the skills being taught (such as worksheets and other activities 
devised by the Head of English).

Susi Earnshaw Theatre School
September 2014
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